
Mark Q. Sawyer Summer Institute 
&

Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program 

August 1, 2024

Closing Ceremony



Ronald E. McNair Scholars 
Program
● US Dept of Education TRIO Program
● Honors the legacy of the late Ronald 

Erwin McNair
● First-gen and low-income undergrad 

students of color aiming to diversify 
the doctorate

● 2-year research and grad school prep 
program encouraging juniors to 
“transform the academy” through:

○ Research with a UCLA professor
○ Scholarly activities, conferences
○ Graduate school preparation



Mark Q. Sawyer Summer 
Institute
● UC-HBCU Initiative program in 

collaboration with Ralph J. Bunche 
Center, Department of Political Science 
and Howard University

● Honors the legacy of the late Dr. Mark 
Q. Sawyer 

● 6-week intensive summer program 
where students learn:

○ Data Analysis
○ Research Design 
○ Introduction to Race, Ethnicity, 

and Politics 
○ Prepare materials for graduate 

applications 



Graduate Mentors 
● Isaiah Bailey - SRI Graduate Mentor
● Edward Berdan - SRI Graduate Mentor/Coordinator
● Lillian Cheeks - SRI Graduate Mentor
● David Figueroa - SRI Graduate Mentor
● Ngoc Tran - SRI Graduate Mentor
● Alexandria Davis - Sawyer Program Coordinator
● Joyce Nguy - Sawyer Data Analysis Instructor
● Claudia Alegre - Sawyer Data Analysis Instructor
● Samyu Comandur - Sawyer Intro to REP Instructor 
● Michael Herndon - Sawyer Graduate Mentor



AAP McNair Research Scholars Program &
Ralph J.Bunche Center for African American Studies
 Bunche Center 

● Isaiah Bradshaw, Administrative 
Coordinator 

● Cassandra Gonzalez, Manager 
● Dean M. Dacumos, Student Advisor
● Darling Sianez, Business and Operations 

Analyst

●

McNair Office 

● Montserrat Juarez, Office Coordinator
● Tricia Huynh, Conference Coordinator
● Sarahy Torres,  Conference Assistant
● Courtney Minor,  Conference Assistant



Special Remarks 
from Program Supporters

 



Keynote Address: 
Dr. Cory Gooding, Jr.

University of San Diego   States.



Special Remarks: 
Dr. Celia Lacayo

  



Special Remarks: 
Dr. Marcus Board, Jr.
Howard University 

  



Recognition of 
Program Scholars 

GLASS AWARD PICTURE HERE 
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Luciaceleste Garcia
The Power Murals Hold in Healing: Creating in Community, by the Community, and 
for the Community

There’s value and healing power that comes with all kinds of art - more specifically, there’s power in public art, 
and art that comes from our very own communities. Previous research discusses the scientific ways in which art 
is useful in healing, looking at a more generalized view of art, like dance, drawing, writing, painting, etc. Beyond 
scientific research, much of the research that has been done is on the history and timeline of murals, looking at a 
specific moment in time, and the politics of this kind of art. This research, rather, looks at two murals located in 
the City of La Puente, California, a primarily Chicana/o/Latine neighborhood, and dives into the potential this kind 
of art can have on healing. Ultimately, I seek to further understand if and how the process of creating murals in 
community, by the community, and for the community has an effect on healing. This will be done through pláticas 
and through activities where individuals have the opportunity to create and be creative both in community with 
others and individually.



















MVP Acknowledgements
Dr. Iris Lucero, McNair Assistant Director

Alexandria Davis, Sawyer Institute Program Coordinator

Sawyer Family and Legacy



Thank You!
Program Scholars, Graduate Mentors, 

Bunche Center Staff, McNair Staff, Faculty and Administrators 

None of this is possible without you all!


